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Synopsis

Reveals the actual teaching methods of the druids.a ¢ Provides new insights into the vast store of
knowledge every druid was expected to know--knowledge that took fifteen to twenty years of
rigorous study to acquire.a ¢ Translation of the classic Celtic text, Imcallam in da Thuarad, generally
translated as The Colloquy of Two Sages.a ¢ By eminent Celtic scholar Christian J. Guyonvarc’h,
author of Magic, medecine et divination chez les Celtes (Magic, Medicine, and Divination among the
Celts). Because ancient druidic knowledge was transmitted orally, most of what has been
represented as the teachings of the druids has been conjecture or fantasy. Now eminent Celtic
scholar Christian J. Guyonvarc’h tears away the obscurity surrounding what the druids taught and
how they taught it with his magisterial examination of the little-known Celtic text, Imcallam in da
Thuarad, generally translated as The Colloquy of Two Sages. Up to now, this text has been
regarded as merely an elaborate battle of wits between two bards, a dispute centered on a younger
bard’s attempt to unseat an older bard’s position in the court of Conchobar. Thanks to the present
translation and its accompanying commentary, we now can see that this text depicts the
examination by a teacher of a druidic candidate. Consequently, the reader gains valuable insight
into the actual nature of druidic science and the vast store of knowledge--acquired over an arduous
fifteen- to twenty-year period--necessary to become a druid. Both modern druids and Celtic

aficionados alike will find The Making of a Druid a fascinating storehouse of forgotten wisdom.
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Customer Reviews

This book is less than a hundred pages, but it is quite unusual regarding books relating to the



druids.The first section is an introduction to the Colloquy of Two Sages, and a description of the
current state of Celtic studies as relate to the Druids.The second section is a translation of the
Colloquy of Two Sages with translated glosses and additional notes.The third section is an
appendix with additional information. Generally this is one of the few books which has through its

scholarship has given me a reason to revisit some of my views on the Druids.

Very nice book. Well written and constructed. | would by another of his books.

As a practicing Druid, this book is a wonderful tool for understanding the wisdom and practices of

the Druids of Antiquity.
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